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needs of patients who do not have a matched relative who can be a bone marrow donor for them.  
The cord blood provided by this new site will help give a chance for surviving otherwise lethal  
diseases of the blood, such as leukemia and lymphoma, genetic diseases such as immunodeficiency 
syndromes, and sickle cell anemia.”   
 

The scientists at NYBC’s NCBP believe that the Montefiore site will give new hope to all patients with 
no match-related donor, but, especially, ethnic minority patients who have greater difficulty finding 
suitable donors.  “Unlike bone marrow transplants, cord blood transplants do not have to be a perfect 
match to the patient’s tissue type, which gives minorities a better chance of success at finding 
sufficiently matched cord blood transplants”, said Pablo Rubinstein, MD, Director of NCBP.   
 

Montefiore is a 1,122 bed medical center that includes the Henry and Lucy Moses Division, the Jack 
D. Weiler Hospital and The Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, a large home healthcare agency and a 
21-site medical group practice located throughout the Bronx and nearby Westchester. Montefiore 
treats all major illnesses and has distinguished centers of excellence in cardiology and cardiac 
surgery, cancer care, tissue and organ transplantation, children’s health women’s health, surgery and 
the surgical subspecialties.  Montefiore Medical Center focuses on providing family-centered 
healthcare in a nurturing environment that extends well beyond its hospital and ambulatory settings.      
 

NYBC’s NCBP is a pioneer in the use of unrelated donor cord blood for transplantation.  Since the 
program’s inception in 1992, it has spearheaded research, testing and adoption of this treatment 
throughout the world, having banked approximately 39,000 cord blood donations and provided cord 
blood for more than 2,300 children and adult patients of all ethnic backgrounds in the United States 
and 32 other countries. This collaboration with Montefiore will help NYBC reach its inventory goal of 
70,000 cord blood units. For more information on NYBC’s NCBP, visit 
www.nationalcordbloodprogram.org.  
 

NYBC, one of the nation’s largest non-profit, community-based blood centers, has been providing 
blood, transfusion products and services to patients in New York and New Jersey hospitals since 
1964.  NYBC provides medical services and programs (Clinical, Transfusion and Hemophilia 
Services) through its medical professionals and transfusion medicine physicians.   NYBC includes five 
regional recruitment, collection and distribution operations in Manhattan, Brooklyn/Staten Island, Long 
Island, New Jersey and the Hudson Valley. 
 

New York Blood Center is home to the Lindsley F. Kimball Research Institute and the National Cord 
Blood Program at the Milstein National Cord Blood Center, the world’s first and largest public cord 
blood bank.  In addition to the new Bronx collection site at Montefiore Medical Center, NCBP also has 
sites at hospitals throughout the New York metropolitan area: The Brooklyn Hospital Center, North 
Shore-Long Island Jewish Health Systems, New York-Presbyterian Hospital, Long Island Jewish (LIJ) 
Medical Center, in Virginia at Inova-Fairfax Hospital; and in Ohio at University Hospitals of Cleveland.  
For more information on NYBC, visit www.nybloodcenter.org.   
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