The New York Blood Center’s National Cord Blood Program joins the Bone Marrow Donors Worldwide (BMDW) and the World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA) in celebrating the 10 millionth volunteer stem cell donor.
10 MILLION STEM CELL DONORS – 10 MILLION CHANCES FOR LIFE
Each year, thousands of people all over the world are diagnosed with life-threatening diseases of the blood and immune system like leukemia, lymphoma and certain metabolic abnormalities. Advances in medical science can now offer a “curative” treatment to many of these patients but success is dependant on many critical factors. The transfer of healthy blood stem cells found in bone marrow and umbilical cord blood may be the last chance to save many of these patients’ lives. 
Some patients find an HLA-matched related stem cell donor within their own families. However, the vast majority depend on finding an unrelated matching donor. Patients’ physicians can now search quickly for such an unrelated donor through an established, reliable database listing the anonymous characteristics of all registered bone marrow and cord blood donors worldwide. This “yellow pages” of donors, which the NY Blood Center’s National Cord Blood Program has been part of since the Program’s inception in 1993, has officially registered the 10,000,000th volunteer stem cell donor, now giving 10 million chances for life for all patients in need of transplant around the world.
To give you a better sense of the importance of cord blood in the overall probability of finding suitable stem cell matches for patients, consider the following facts: 

● Of the 10,000,000 donors cited, the large majority (9.8M) are marrow 
donors. These volunteers have agreed to become donors if and when they 
match a particular patient. 

● The other component of this donor pool are not promises to donate but 
are actual cord blood units that have already been donated to public 
banks and are readily available to patients worldwide These 
delivering 
“mother/infant donors” are responsible for more than 200,000 potential 
matching units--only 2% of the 10M donor pool.


● Approximately 55,000 stem cell transplants have been performed 
worldwide to date with matches from this pool of 10M donors. Cord blood  
has accounted for over 6,000 of them—nearly 11% of the total number of 
transplants with only 2% of the donor pool. 

● In 2004, the numbers are even more astounding. Of the 8,392 
transplants facilitated by these international registries, more than 13% 
(1,126) were cord blood transplants.

● The relative success of cord blood in providing transplants is largely due 
to the fact HLA matching is not as critical for cord blood as it is for bone 
marrow, making the chance of finding a suitable stem cell source much 
easier. In addition, because cord blood is already donated and stored in 
freezers, it is immediately available, avoiding the difficulty in finding 
marrow donors who are still willing and able to donate and then collecting 
bone marrow from them in time for the patient’s needs.
More than 30,000 generous mothers have donated their infant’s cord blood to the NY Blood Center’s National Cord Blood Program so far. The NCBP, in turn, has provided cord blood units from its public inventory to nearly 2,000 patients—about one-third of all cord blood transplants performed to date.

Patients worldwide continue to need people to donate bone marrow and blood stem cells as well as new mothers to donate their baby’s cord blood to public cord blood banks. The international exchange of bone marrow and cord blood units is critically important, especially for patients in the U.S. who come from all regions of the world and from all ethnic backgrounds. More than 35% of such donations travel across international boundaries. Bone Marrow Donors Worldwide and the World Marrow Donor Association have helped make this possible.
The World Marrow Donor Association was founded to develop guidelines for the collection and the transfer of blood stem cells and to guarantee quality standards for both patients and donors’ health. Today, more than 42 countries with more than 56 registries and 37 cord blood banks work together for the common good.
On behalf of the thousands of patients who receive that special chance of life, The NY Blood Center’s National Cord Blood Program proudly joins our international colleagues in thanking all donors worldwide for their commitment to saving the lives of strangers.

